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 Abstract 

Teaching and learning of trade subjects at secondary school level is one of 
the greatest innovation for providing a functional education to the secondary 
schools graduate as well as providing opportunity for the youth to become 
self-employed at the end of their education. As a way of keying in to this 
initiative, there is a great need for effective teaching and learning of trade 
subject at secondary level levels. This paper therefore, assessed the students’ 
access to the five trade subjects in Home Economics and resources provided 
for effective implementation of senior secondary school trade subjects in 
Home Economics curriculum. The study adopted the use of a survey design. 
Thirty six respondents were sampled from twelve senior secondary schools 
using a random sampling technique. The study was guided by three research 
questions and researcher developed questionnaire was used for data 
collection. Data collected were analysed using frequency and percentage. The 
study revealed that student have no access to the five major trade subjects in 
Home Economics at senior secondary level, but majority of the schools make 
an option of art of catering as only trade subject accessible for  students. In 
addition respondents believe that adequate resources have not been provided 
for implementing the teaching and learning of new trade curriculum. Based 
on these finding recommendations were proffered.    

    
       
 Nigeria Education Research and Development Council (NERDC) have 
developed a number of curriculums in some trade subjects which are currently being 
implemented in secondary school in Nigeria. The first trade subjects curriculum for 
senior secondary school was published in 2009, and the implementation took effect 
from September (2011).The new curriculum incorporated the best aspect of syllabus  
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through the adoption of a core and elective structure. All students must study the 
mandatory core and as well as one trade with entrepreneurship studies. There are many 
trade subjects in Home economics entrepreneurship skills in which students have an 
opportunity to choose one as a core trade subject. A notable feature of the revised 
curriculum is the integration of garment making, catering craft practice, textile making, 
dyeing and bleaching, and cosmetology into the new trade subjects curricular of senior 
secondary education. The main goals of the trade subjects program is to equip the 
secondary schools graduate with sellable skills that will make them self employments 
and employments of others.  
     
 Goals and objectives of any level of education cannot be achieved if the 
planned programme for such level of education is not well implemented.  Onyeachu 
(2008) asserted that “No matter how well a curriculum of any subject is planned, 
designed and documented, implementation is important.” This is because the problem 
of most programmes arises at the implementation stage. Similarly, Babalola (2004) and 
Mkpa (2005) remarked that, it is at the implementation stage that many excellent 
curriculum plans and other educational policies are marred without any trace.  

 
The term curriculum implementation has been defined in different ways by 

different scholars. Emmanuel (2011) defined curriculum implementation as: “the stage 
in the midst of learning activities at which teachers and learners are involved in 
negotiation aimed at promoting learning. The teacher adopts the appropriate teaching 
methods and materials to guide students’ learning. The students on their own are 
actively involved in the process of interacting with learning activities”. Garba (2004) 
viewed curriculum implementation as “putting the curriculum into work for the 
achievement of the goals for which the curriculum was designed.” Okebukola (2002) 
described curriculum implementation as “the translation of the objectives of the 
curriculum from paper to practice.” Ivowi (2004) defined curriculum implementation 
in a nutshell as the translation of theory into practice, or proposal into action. Similarly  
Onyeachu (2008) viewed curriculum implementation as the process of putting all that 
have been planned as a curriculum document into practice in the classroom through the 
combined effort of the teachers, learners, school administrators, parents as well as 
interaction with physical facilities, instructional materials, psychological and social 
environment. All these definitions show that curriculum implementation is the 
interaction between the teachers, learners and other stake holders in education which 
contribute in one form of the other   towards achieving the objectives of education.  

 
The assessment of the level of implementation of senior secondary school trade 

subjects in Home Economics has become very important because effective 
implementation of teaching and learning of trade subjects in Home Economics in 
senior secondary school in Niger State will not only provide quality secondary 
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education graduates but also provide a realistic means for the attainment of educational 
and economic development of the state. There are some educational inputs that are 
really needed to be available and utilized appropriately for the teaching and learning of 
the new trade subjects. However, if the new trade subjects in secondary education 
programme are not properly implemented it could hinder the achievement of its 
objectives. 
 
The Concept of Accessibility and Resources 
          It is already an established fact that achieving functional and quality education 
depends on students access to different subjects and resources for it implementation. 
However, accessibility in the context of this study refer to learning environment where 
by the learners has opportunity to choose any trade subjects base on interest. Resources 
are the curriculum inputs needed for effective implementation of senior secondary 
school trade curriculum. Thus, the trade subjects in Home Economics include: garment 
making, catering services, textile trade, dyeing and bleaching, and cosmetology.   
 
Statement of the problem 
          The inclusion of trades into senior secondary school curriculum is a right step to 
access functional secondary education. The new trade curriculum was designed to meet 
the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) targets. 
The major aim is that students having successfully passed through the senior secondary 
education should have acquired the skills in a specific trade to enable them create jobs 
and generate wealth (NERDC, 2009). As a result of these thirty-nine trade subjects was 
successively integrated into senior secondary schools curriculum where by students is 
expected to choose one trade. The question is do learners has access to all trade 
subjects in Home Economics given them opportunity to acquired skills in a specific 
trade.  
           

 In addition, its effective implementation is an important issue of concern. 
There are required minimum numbers of tools, equipment and materials; quality and 
availability of Home Economics teachers; infrastructure and adequate funding are 
inputs needed for effective teaching and learning of trade subjects in the senior 
secondary school curriculum. If the inputs are not adequately provided, it might be 
difficult for the teacher to deliver equally for the learners to learn. Consequently, the 
objectives of the senior secondary school trade curriculum may not be fully achieved. 
This study, therefore, intents to assess the level of implementation of the new senior 
secondary school trade curriculum in Bosso Local Government Area of Niger State. 
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Purpose of the Study   
The main purpose of this study is to assess students’ accessibility to trade subjects 

in Home Economics and resources provided for implementation of the senior 
secondary trade curriculum in Niger state. Specifically the study sought to:  

i. examine students’ access to  garment making, textile trade, catering services, 
dyeing and bleaching, and cosmetology  subjects in senior secondary schools. 

ii. ascertain the extend at which teaching and learning  resources are provided for 
effective implementation of the trade curriculum. 

iii. determine how often the school management receives funds for 
implementation of the new curricula.  

 
Research Questions 
The study was guided by the following research questions: 

i. What trade subjects in Home Economics accessible for students in senior 
secondary schools? 

ii. To what extents are the teaching and learning resources provided for effective 
implementation of senior secondary school trade curriculum? 

iii. How often the school management do received funds for implementation of the 
new trade curricula? 

 
Methodology 
        The study is a descriptive survey. It describes and analyses the quantity of 
resources provided for implementing the teaching and learning of Home Economics 
trade subject. 
 
Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques 
        The target populations are sixty (60) Home Economics teachers and thirty-six (36) 
school administrators in twenty-seven (27) public senior secondary school in Bosso 
Local Government Area of Niger State. A random sampling technique was used to 
sample twelve (12) schools; twenty-four (24) Home Economics teachers; and twelve 
(12) school administrators, giving a total of thirty-six (36) respondents. 
 
The Instrument  
       The instrument used for the study was a 20-items questionnaire designed by the 
researcher. The instrument has three sections. Section A comprises items on learners’ 
accessibility to trades in Home Economics. Section B was specifically design to assess 
the level at which resources are provided for implementation of new trade curriculum. 
Section C contains items on how school management receive funds for implementation 
of trade curriculum. A copy of the instruments was given to Home Economics senior 
lecturer and a senior lecturer in department of education to critically look at the face 
and content validity. Cronbach’s alpha reliability score of the instrument was 0.87, 
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meaning that the instrument was suitable for the study.  The researcher and one trained 
research assistant administered and collected copies of questionnaire instantly. 
Frequency and simple percentages were used for the analysis.  
 
Presentation of Results and Discussion 

Research Question One: What trade subjects in Home Economics accessible for 
students in senior secondary schools? 

Table 1: Trade subjects in Home Economics accessible for student in senior secondary 
schools. 
S/N Total No of 

Schools 
Home 
Economics 
Trade Subjects 

Accessible Not  Accessible 

 

 

      12  F % F % 

1  Garment 
Making 

00 0 12 100 

 

 

2  Textile making 00 0 12 100 

 

 

3  Catering craft 
practise 

8 66.7 4 33.3 

 

 

4  Dyeing and 
Bleaching 

00 0 12 100 

 

 

5  Cosmetology 00 0 12 100 
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  Data in table 1 shows that only item 3 on the table has the highest frequency of 
8 ( 66.7%) students has access to catering craft practice, which mean that most of the 
schools made a provision for one trade. Whereas items 1, 2, 4, and 5 has the highest 
frequency of 12 (100%) not accessible, which implied that students do not having 
access to textile trade, garment making, dyeing and bleaching, cosmetology. 
 
     Research Question Two: To what extends are teaching and learning resources 
provided for effective implementation of trade subjects in Home Economics? 
  
 
 Table 2: Teaching and learning Resources Provided for the Effective 
Implementation of Trade Subjects in Home Economics 

S/n Resources Total number 
of schools 
(12) 

Resources 
abundantly 
provided 

Resources 
provided 

Resources not 
provided 

Total 

   F % F % F % F % 

1 Teaching staff 12 2 16.7 4 33.3 6 50 12 100 

2 Laboratory 
support staff 

12 0 0 3 25 9 75 12 100 

3 Major 
equipment: 

Cooker 

Refrigerator 

Sewing machine 

Large table 

Dressing mirror 

 

12 0 0 2 16.7 10 83.
3 

12 100 

4 Facilities and 
tools: 

Cooking utencils 

 and tools 

12 1 8.33 4 33.3 7 58.
4 

12 100 
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sewing tools 

dyeing materials 

5 Textbooks 12 2 16.7 8 66.7 2 16.
7 

12 100 

6 Workshops 12 0 0 0 0 12 100 12 100 

   
Table 2, shows that 50% of the sampled schools are not provided with teaching 

staff. 75% are not provided with laboratory support staff   whereas only 16.7% schools 
are provided with major equipment which imply that few school has the major 
equipment.. 58.4% schools are not provided with facilities and tools. 66.7% are 
provided with textbooks, 100% schools are not provided with workshops. The results 
from table two is an indication that adequate resources required for implementation of 
senior secondary school trades curriculum have not been provided. 
        
 Research Question Three: How often does the school management receives funds in 
the course of implementing the new curriculum. 
 
 
 
Table 3: School Administrators and Home Economics Teachers’ Responses on 
How Often Does the School Management Receive Funds for Implementation of 
New Trade Curriculum? 
S/N Agencies Total No of 

Respondents 
Often Rarely Never Total 

Percentages 

  36 F % F % F % % 

1 Local 
Government 

 

 0 0 0 0 36 100 100 

2 State 
Government 

 

 07 19.4 20 55.5 09 25.1 100 
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     Result from table 3 indicate that the high percentage of 100%, 55.5%, 100%, 100%,  
and 50%  for items 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 show that most of the respondents indicate that 
schools do not received fund regularly from three arm of government, non 
governmental agencies and P.T.A. for implementation of new trade curriculum.  
 
Discussion of findings 
            Research question one reveals that the learners from selected schools under 
study have showed that 100% do not have access to five trade subjects in Home 
Economics (i.e. Garment Making, Textile Making, Catering, Dyeing and bleach, & 
cosmetology). This implies that learners have not been giving opportunity to have 
access to the five trade subjects in Home Economics in most of the schools. This result 
is not surprising as it justifies the reason for undertaking this study. The result clearly 
indicates that the implementation of trade subject curriculum in senior secondary 
education is presently facing a lot of challenges. Learners are the focus of any 
curriculum implementation; the learners provide feedback on the success or otherwise 
of the curriculum (Emmanuel, 2011). Therefore, there is great need to make the entire 
trade subjects available and accessible to all learners in order to fulfill the main goal for 
introducing the new programme into senior secondary education curriculum. 
  
           From the analysis of data for research question 2, which focuses on the teaching 
and learning resources for implementing the new senior secondary school trades 
curriculum, it is clear that majority of the schools have not been provided with 
sufficient resource for implementation of the new curriculum. Out of all the resources 
required for implementation of the new curriculum only textbooks materials are fairly 
provided in about 8 (66.7%)  of the schools. The remaining learning resources are 
grossly in adequate. These issues pose serious problem for effective implementation of 
the program in some of the selected schools. Ivowi (2004) who noted that to ensure 

3 Federal 
Government 

 

 0 0 0 0 36 100 100 

4 None 
Governmental 
Agencies 

 

 0 0 0 0 36 100 100 

5 P.T.A  6 16.7 18 50 12 33.3 100 
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that curriculum must be effectively implemented, infrastructural, facilities, equipment, 
tools and materials must be provided in adequate quantities. 
       

Lastly, the analysis of the data for research question 3, which was raised to 
find out the level of providing funds for the implementation of new senior secondary 
schools trade curriculum, reveals that most schools hardly receive funds from 
governments and non governmental agencies for implementation of new trade 
curriculum. This finding is in agreement with that of Emmanuel (2011) who observed 
that funding is the major problem in curriculum implementation and that the success of 
the entire components of the curriculum in schools depends on adequate funding. In the 
same vein Mkandawire (2010) pointed out that “it is very difficult to implement a 
curriculum successfully if the education system has limited funding capacities. Under 
funding raise a lot of other implication on the part of curriculum”. 
 
Educational Implications 
From the finding of this study, the following educational implications are made: 
             Access to quality secondary education with an opportunity to acquire skills, 
knowledge and right attitude to become an entrepreneur may not be possible in a 
situation where learners cannot make a choice based on their interest and ability.  With 
the present situation the aim of providing thirty-five trade subjects for students to 
specialise in any area of their choice is factually unrealistic at the stage of 
implementation. This can definitely affect the goals of producing functional secondary 
school graduates who would contribute to the economic and technological 
development of the nation.    
 

Lack of workshop or laboratories; qualify teaching staff and laboratory support 
staff, relevant textbooks, limited equipment, inadequate facilities and tools for practical 
activities in trade subjects can limit student’s acquisition of skills, knowledge and 
attitude for development of entrepreneurship competencies expected from secondary 
schools graduates. 
 

Students may graduate from secondary schools with a limited understanding of 
the subject matter because of limited exposure to hand on experiences. 

Non provision of teaching and learning resources and adequate funds for the 
implementations of trade subject curriculum may not make it possible to achieve the 
aim of providing quality secondary education which is one of the reforms in 
government policies. 
 
Conclusion 

Introduction of new curriculum with different trade subjects which provides 
students with opportunity to choose only one trade based on their interest, is a 
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innovation in senior secondary education curriculum. This decision is of great 
importance to provide functional education for secondary school graduates especially 
at the period when emphasis is placed on economic development of the nation, and self 
reliance (self employment). 

 
Looking at the importance of trade subjects in Home Economics toward 

economic empowerment of an individual and family there are serious needs for the 
provision of essentials educational inputs and curriculum material for effective 
implementation of the trade subjects in secondary schools. Based on the finding of this 
study it can be concluded that the implementation of new trade subjects in secondary 
schools have not been given necessary attention from government and other 
stakeholders.  
 
Recommendations 

Curriculum developers, adopters, and implementers should be mindful of the 
impediments to curriculum implementation in secondary school education and address 
them adequately. 

 
The school administrators and teachers should provide adequate feedback on 

the implementation of the new program to the government. 
 
The teachers should use their competence and innovative ideas to improvise 

some of the materials that are expensive to purchase, since there are abundant local 
resources available within the immediate community that can be utilized for teaching 
and learning of the trade subjects. 

 
School and community collaboration should be adopted for successful 

implementation of new trade subjects in secondary schools. The school should partner 
with experts in the community for the effective teaching and learning of trade subjects. 

 
The curriculum planners and policy makers should recommend internship or 

industrial attachment programs for senior secondary school in order to have a real life 
experience on how to run a business. 

Relevant agents should provide financial and material assistance for the 
implementation of trade curriculum. 

 
School administrators should establish entrepreneurship centre for the students 

to serve as skill acquisition centre or business incubation centre where students can 
produce and sell their products. This could be a source of income generation for 
schools, teachers, and students. 
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